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COLUMBIA’S WABASH ARTS Corridor will 
nearly double in size with the addition of 18 
full-length murals for Columbia’s first “Big 
Walls” street art collaboration, including 
its trademark banner.
Big Walls is a two-week project that 
began May 1, bringing local and interna-
tional artists as well as student and alumni 
participants to Columbia, where they will 
make their mark on the WAC. The event cul-
minates May 13 at Columbia’s 16th annual 
Manifest Urban Arts Festival.
“[This] launches us into a special place to 
the world of public and street art,” said Mark 
Kelly, vice president of Student Success. 
“We’ve started assembling a collection of 
huge work.”
The murals, some of which will be several 
stories tall, will cover the outside walls of 
a selection of South Loop businesses sur-
rounding Columbia’s campus. 
After the election of finalists during 
March and April, the college announced 
on April 26 the winners of the student com-
petition to create murals on the south-facing 
wall of the 623 S. Wabash Ave. Building. A 
student winner, junior photography major 
Charles Loggins, was also chosen to create 
five banners to be displayed above the Averill 
and Bernard Leviton A+D Gallery, located 
at 619 S. Wabash Ave.
Andrea Dunn, a senior design major, will 
join local and international Big Walls mural-
ists with her mural of a black-and-white pea-
cock design, which will be finished in time 
for Manifest. In the Fall 2016 Semester, JJ 
McLuckie, a junior design major, will paint 
over Dunn’s mural at the same location. 
“It is this intersection of the most 
esteemed street and professional art-
ists intersecting with students and 
with alumni,” Kelly said. “We want that 
playful intersection.” 
Three alumni are also participating in 
Big Walls. Artist Don’t Fret, a graduate of 
the Photography Department, will create 
a mural on the north-facing wall of the 
Roosevelt Hotel, 1152 S. Wabash Ave.; Justus 
Roe, a 2008 arts and media MFA alumnus, 
will complete a mural on the south-facing 
wall of Golub & Company, 1001 S. State St.; 
and Ruben Aguirre, a 2002 fine arts alum-
nus, will have murals on the south-facing 
walls of Roosevelt University’s Goodman 
Center, 501 S. Wabash Ave., and Park One, 
525 S. Wabash Ave.
Among the 18 artists joining the WAC are 
local artists Renee Robbins and Zor Zor Zor, 
as well as international artists Kobra from 
Brazil, Ozmo from Italy and Marina Zumi 
from Argentina, Kelly said.
“It’s maybe the most important street art 
event in the history of Chicago,” Kelly said. 
Although May 1 was the official kick-
off, two artists had a head start on their 
work and will likely finish early. South 
African artist Ricky Lee Gordon com-
pleted the first installation, a mural of 
two dark horses on the northern side of 
Warehouse Liquors at 634 S. Wabash Ave., 
on April 19, according to Tara Vock, direc-
tor of operations & strategic initiatives for 
Student Success.
Dutch artist Collin van der Sluijs began 
painting his mural on the south-facing wall 
of the 1006 S. Michigan Ave. Building on 
April 25.
Kelly said the Big Walls initiative has also 
fostered new partnerships with Roosevelt 
University, Harold Washington College 
and DePaul University as well as with 
local art spaces like the Matthew Rachman 
Gallery, Chicago Truborn, Vertical Gallery, 
and Beauty & Brawn Art Gallery and 
Elephant Room Gallery.
A reception will be held May 5 at the 
Conaway Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., enti-
tled “Big Walls in a Big City: Imagining the 
Future of Public and Street Art to Shape our 
Urban Landscape.” The event will feature a 
discussion panel including Kelly, Columbia 
staff and faculty, Big Walls artists and other 
local artists. The Q&A panel will be con-
trolled by the sound of a gong to keep the 
audience and panelists engaged, Kelly said.
Kelly said the Big Walls project has come 
a long way in the last two years, highlight-
ing a change in high-rise business owners’ 
perceptions of the artwork.
“It’s amazing how this has all flipped,” 
Kelly said. “Two years ago, [when] approach-
ing wall owners, they would look at you like, 
‘What are you talking about?’ Now it’s very 
common that we are being approached for 
the possibility of a mural.” 
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Several local and international artists were asked to contribute to Big Walls, a Columbia initiative to enhance the Wabash Arts Corridor, started in 2013 by Mark Kelly, vice president of Student Success. 
 chronicle@colum.edu
to bring in 
sky-high talent
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» MEGAN BENNETT & 
ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR and
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
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THE EIGHT CITY blocks that make up Colum-
bia’s urban campus can be distinguished 
by the local businesses, the thousands of 
students who commute to and from class 
and, equally important, the 19 and count-
ing  full-length murals and art installations 
that surround the community.
The Wabash Arts Corridor, a Columbia 
initiative launched in 2013 by Vice President 
for Student Success Mark Kelly, welcomes 
Columbia students, faculty, staff and 
alumni while inviting community members 
to participate.
Kelly described Wabash Avenue as the 
“spine” of Columbia, making it the perfect 
venue for artwork.
“We are the architects of [the Wabash 
Arts Corridor],” Kelly said. “We are the 
driving force.”
Kelly is also the chair of the WAC 
Committee, which includes members from 
neighboring businesses, institutions and 
residents who work to bring new art and rec-
ognition to the corridor. Matthew Rachman 
Gallery, Chicago Truborn Gallery, Vertical 
Gallery, and Beauty & Brawn Art Gallery 
and Elephant Room are some of the local 
galleries partnering with the WAC to bring 
artists to the streets.
Patrick Hull, owner and curator of 
Vertical Gallery, has brought several art-
ists to the WAC, including Ben Flynn, also 
known as Eine, who has a mural located at 
on the back of the University Center, one 
of Columbia’s residence centers at 525 S. 
State St.; Jacopo Ceccarelli, an Italian artist 
known by the pseudonym 2501 who has a 
mural at The Buckingham residence center 
at 56 E. Van Buren St.; and German artist 
Hera, who is scheduled to contribute to the 
WAC during the Fall 2016 Semester.
“Linking up with Columbia to expand 
the murals makes an extension of the gal-
lery onto the streets,” Hull said. “[Kelly] is 
committed to finding us walls, and I am 
committed to finding artists to fill them.”
Since the project’s start in 2013, art has 
exploded across the South Loop. The WAC 
now has almost 20 art installations and 
murals not including the new Big Walls 
project, and Kelly hopes to cover all blank 
walls in the area.
The WAC has a long list of artist contrib-
utors, including both students and alumni 
as well as local and international artists. 
Artists already featured on the WAC include 
KASHINK, a street artist from Paris; popu-
lar American street artist Shepard Fairey; 
Los Angeles artist Morley; alumni Jacob 
Watts and Heidi Unkefer, who worked as a 
graphic designer for The Chronicle in 2013; 
and Chicago artist Daryll Schiff.
Unkefer, currently a graphic editor and 
photographer at The Onion, won Columbia’s 
art alumni competition in 2014 and painted 
her cartoon mural in August 2015 on the 
south-facing wall of the 623 S. Wabash Ave. 
Building. She said it was the first time she 
painted her work as a large-scale mural.  
“I didn’t consider this [as] something 
someone could do full time, because being 
a full-time artist is kind of unheard of now,” 
Unkefer said. “But after going through all 
the steps, it is absolutely something I want 
to keep doing.”
Unkefer’s mural highlights her creative 
style with a playful world—one that trans-
ports viewers out of the City of Chicago and 
into her artistic vision, she said, adding that 
it can help bring vibrancy on a cloudy day. 
“It’s out there; it’s crazy; it’s cartoonish—
exactly where I would want to be if I could 
pick and create my own world.”
Kelly said the art initiative has spread 
to nearby universities, including DePaul, 
Roosevelt and Harold Washington College, 
which want to be part of the ever-growing 
art scene. 
“We have potential to create a unique, 
urban campus like no other,” Kelly said. 
“There is a creative pulse that is palpable.”
Wabash Arts Corridor electrifies 
Columbia’s urban campus
The Wabash Arts Corridor started in 2013 and 
has continued to grow. It features street art from 
globally renowned artists like Ben Eine—whose 
mural, above, is on the back of the University 
Center—and local artists like Heidi Unkefer, right, 
a 2013 alumna who has a mural  on the 623 S. Wa-
bash Ave. Building, below. 
»  ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI 
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
 aparrella@chroniclemail.com
» PHOTOS LOU FOLIA/CHRONICLE
We have potential to create a unique, urban campus like 
no other. There is a creative pulse that is palpable.
— Mark Kelly
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THREE STUDENT WINNERS of the Wabash Arts 
Corridor competition—one banner designer 
and two student muralists—will become 
part of the college’s inaugural Big Walls 
Street Art Festival and be featured with 17 
esteemed local, international and alumni 
street artists.
The finalists, who competed against five 
other students, are junior photography 
major Charles Loggins, who will create 
five banners to be displayed above the 
Averill and Bernard Leviton A+D Gallery, 
619 S. Wabash Ave.; senior design major 
Andrea Dunn, who will have her mural 
displayed on the south-facing wall of the 
623 S. Wabash Ave. Building in time for 
this spring’s Manifest; and junior design 
major JJ McLuckie, whose mural will be 
displayed in October 2016 on the same wall 
over Dunn’s mural.
Voting took place at the Arcade Gallery, 
619 S. Michigan Ave., where student final-
ists displayed smaller-scale banners and 
murals alongside a brief history of the WAC. 
The South Loop community voted for its 
favorite mural and banner during March 
31–April 22.
“The work is so impressive; I looked at 
every one of [the proposals] and said, ‘Give 
it to all of them,’” said Mark Kelly, vice pres-
ident of Student Success.
Dunn said she is excited to have the oppor-
tunity to complete such a large-scale work 
of art on campus as a senior set to graduate 
in the Fall 2016 Semester.
“I’ve worked on sets for plays, but it’s not 
the same as painting a detailed mural on a 
wall,” she said. “It’s definitely an honor to 
have my work on such a popular building 
on campus that so many people walk past 
every day.”
Her winning design depicts a black-
and-white peacock, which she said differs 
from her typical artistic style because of 
its freeform design. She said she thinks the 
design appeals to a broader audience.
Matt Doherty, a lecturer in the Design 
Department who teaches the “Management 
for Designers” course in which Dunn is cur-
rently enrolled, said he was not surprised 
to learn she had been chosen as one of the 
winning student muralists.
“She has a delightful hand and a wonder-
ful sense of detail and whimsy,” he said. “I 
think it’s significant that she gets the 623 
S. Wabash Ave. Building because we’ve got 
murals going up all up and down the WAC, 
so it’s really nice to have her work on our 
home building that design students spend 
most of their time in.”
Doherty added that he thinks it is “won-
derful” that opportunities are being made 
for students to participate in Big Walls and 
have their work in a public display that will 
likely be up for years.
Loggins said he wanted to create ban-
ners that reflect people breaking away from 
things that haunt or worry them.
“I wanted to portray [the conflict] using 
the idea of birds,” Loggins said. “To me, 
birds reflect the most liberating animal on 
the planet because they can go wherever 
they want.”
McLuckie, who was a finalist for both 
the mural and banner competitions, said he 
used the WAC as an “urban art museum” by 
working outside of a set frame.
“We are all frame-based, and I wanted 
to work on bringing the gallery out into the 
public,” McLuckie said. “[That] is why all of 
my ideas I submitted had the images coming 
in and out of the frames and interacting 
more with the environment around [them].”
McLuckie previously worked with 
high-profile street artists including Ben 
Eine, Tatyana Fazlalizadeh, KASHINK and 
Ricky Lee Gordon, all of whom have been 
featured on the WAC.
“It feels like all my hard work is finally 
paying off since being more involved in WAC 
and volunteering,” McLuckie said. “Now, I 
can finally have my own piece of work up on 
the wall with them.”
Student winners 
take over walls 
of WAC
 chronicle@colum.edu
» KYRA SENESE & LAUREN KOSTIUK 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF &  CAMPUS EDITOR
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THREE ALUMNI HAVE been invited to bring 
their unique styles to campus with their 
abstract, graffiti-like and cartoon-in-
spired styles as a part of Columbia’s Big 
Walls mural initiative.
Justus Roe, a 2008 interactive arts 
& media alumnus, has been invited by 
Vice President of Student Success Mark 
Kelly, Director of Internal and External 
Partnerships Norman Alexandroff and 
Facilities and Operations Architect Jacob 
Chartoff to create a mural for the 1001 S. 
State St. Building and the Golub Real Estate 
Investment and Development Company, 
located at 625 N. Michigan Ave.
Roe said in an April 27 interview that he 
always wanted to create large-scale work 
alongside global artists.
Roe said he does large-scale improvised 
abstract paintings in a style that blends tra-
ditional abstract painting and “wildstyle 
graffiti writing” across different walls.
“I look at each wall, location, neighbor-
hood and interior as a unique frame to work 
within,” Roe said. “Since most of the work 
I do is improvised or freestyled in situ, the 
environment around each wall definitely 
plays a big part in decisions I am making 
while painting.”  
Don’t Fret, a Chicago-based artist and 
photography alumnus, said Kelly invited 
him to participate in the project. Don’t Fret 
added that he helped connect Kelly and 
Patrick Hull, owner and curator of Vertical 
Gallery. Don’t Fret also created work for a 
display in the Hokin Gallery in the Wabash 
Campus Building, 623 S. Wabash Ave.
Don’t Fret said his painting will be 
displayed on the north-facing wall of the 
Roosevelt Hotel, 1152 S. Wabash Ave., and 
humorously reflect on his experiences in 
Chicago and at Columbia. He said his work 
typically consists of figurative illustrations 
and cartoons, as well as phrases written 
inside and around his work.
“My work at times is skeptical, and I 
feel like I’m always questioning the world 
around me and the way the world works,” 
Don’t Fret said. “I am always reflecting on 
things, and there can be dry humor involved 
at that.”
Don’t Fret said he has always seen him-
self as a “glass half-empty” personality 
and has used humor in his work to discuss 
and engage with people on his views and 
deal with dark times through his illus-
trations. He said some negative topics he 
addresses include hatred, gluttony, greed 
and corruption.
Don’t Fret said he approaches street 
art differently than he would pieces in a 
gallery show.
“I’m interested in different contexts, life 
in cities and life in general, and trying to 
find little absurdities and little things that 
make me mad or make me laugh,” he said. 
“There is a lot of humor in the modern age 
and our relationship to food, technology, 
religion and our own history.”
Ruben Aguirre, a 2002 art + design alum-
nus, said his style has developed over time 
and is currently a culmination of graffiti, 
design, mural techniques and public space 
intervention. Aguirre said he focuses more 
on the location he paints.
“Now, I am focusing on [locations] where 
I can paint that I can actually contribute to 
the space,” Aguirre said. “What can I give 
to this space? It’s more of a giving process 
than a taking process.”
Aguirre said he enjoys painting on archi-
tectural structures and thinks the mural, 
to be located on the south-facing side of the 
Goodman Center, 501 S. Wabash Ave., will 
be a physical challenge to take on because 
of its large scale.
Aguirre said graffiti has a duality that 
consists of the design and the location of 
where the art develops. He said a constant 
change in location contributes to the graffiti 
and artistic process.
“It’s nice to paint a different location 
every time,” Aguirre said. “It’s fresh, it’s 
new and it’s very stimulating. There are new 
challenges with every location, and there’s 
a different vibe to all of it.”
Aguirre said audience accessibility to his 
art is what motivates him to create graffiti.
“I like making art that anyone can see 
at any time,” Aguirre said. “I like trying 
to manipulate a space that people walk by 
every day. Just to change a visual landscape 
for people is fun to me.”
Justus Roe, a 2008 interactive arts & media alumnus; Don’t Fret, a photography alumnus; and Ruben Aguirre, a 2002 art + design alumnus, all said they are excited to return to Columbia to create murals on a large scale for Big Walls.
Alumni bring 
style back for 
Big Walls
»  CAROLYN BRADLEY 
CAMPUS REPORTER
 cbradley@chroniclemail.com
» Photos Courtesy  JUSTUS ROE
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Born in Pontedera, Italy, in 1975, Ozmo studied at the Fine Arts 
Academy of Florence. He moved to 
Milan in 2011, where he’s worked with 
major art galleries and chosen Gionata 
Gesi as his signature name. He began 
painting in the public space under his 
tag, Ozmo, laying the foundation for 
what would become Italian Contempo-
rary Street Art. His street art has been 
installed in urban settings such as New 
York, Miami and Chicago.
Collin van der Sluijs is a renowned painter and illustrator from 
Maastricht, The Netherlands, where 
he lives and works. 
He is recognized for his dream-like 
depictions of everyday stories that 
question people’s personal pleasures 
and struggles, as well as society as a 
whole. His work has been published 
in magazines and books and shown in 
galleries internationally.
Zor Zor Zor discovered her strong love for art in 2011 when she experienced 
street art while traveling abroad. She has 
since returned to Chicago and her work 
focuses on the female form expressing 
hidden emotions in the conscious and  
subconscious mind. Zor Zor Zor has 
gained attention in the Chicago art 
community in recent years and has been 
included in exhibitions at the Chica-
go Cultural Center, the Hyde Park Art 
Center, Beverly Art Center and the Zhou 
B Art Center.
Ruben Aguirre, a 2002 Columbia alumnus, is a Chicago-based painter 
who has transitioned from a graffiti 
writer to an abstract painter/contempo-
rary muralist. He has produced murals in 
Chicago, across the U.S., in Mexico and  
Brazil. His work is an intersection of ab-
stract graffiti, design, and contemporary 
Latino muralism. He has exhibited in The 
World Chess Hall of Fame in St. Louis, 
Missouri, the Chicago Cultural Center 
and The National Museum of  
Mexican Art.
Chicago-based visual artist Renee Rob-bins depicts micro-to-macro relation-
ships. She has exhibited widely, including 
at Lois Lambert Gallery in Santa Monica, 
California; Fermi National Accelerator 
Laboratory in Batavia, Illinois; Firecat 
Projects in Chicago; Packer Schopf Gallery 
in Chicago; Adventureland Gallery in Chi-
cago; and Ann Tower Gallery in Lexington, 
Kentucky. The Chicago Gallery News 
featured her work as a “Young Chicago 
Artist” to watch.
Pronounced as ‘lux,’ like the unit for measuring illuminance, Lady 
Lucx has painted murals in Chicago 
and nationwide since 2010, when she 
decided it was time to contribute to 
the visual conversation she experi-
enced in Chicago. Her work explores 
the ideas of opposites and balance, 
expressed with the heavy use of black 
and white, tight linework and loose 
drips, clear details and vague back-
drops all uniting as one.
With more than 15 years of con-sistent work and determination, 
self-taught graffiti artist AMUSE 126 
has proven his efforts are nothing less 
than extraordinary. AMUSE, a Chicago 
native, lures unaware audiences into a 
new dimension of abstract typography 
and illustrative design.
AMUSE 126
OZMO COLLIN VAN DER SLUIJS
ZOR ZOR ZOR RUBEN AGUIRRE
LADY LUCX RENEE ROBBINS
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Chicago-native DMNOLOGY, or “DMN,” embarked on his artistic 
journey at an early age in the city’s neigh-
borhoods, spray painting his nom de plume 
“Demon” on walls and trains. He has been 
featured nationally in New York City, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and St. Louis. His 
artwork has been displayed in group and 
solo shows at galleries nationwide and 
has painted murals in Germany, Ireland, 
France, Serbia, Spain and England. He 
calls his style the “Wild Onion” in refer-
ence to the indigenous name of Chicago. 
Czr Prz is a Chicago native with more than 20 years experience as 
a street artist, illustrator, painter, de-
signer and installation and production 
artist. He’s known for his street art and 
large-scale murals, but his design sense 
and production experience enable him 
to direct and develop a wide range of 
projects from custom installations 
to fine art studio painting. He is also 
the co-owner of Ava Grey Designs, a 
custom design & production studio he 
started with partner Nick Glazebrook.
A2008 alumnus, who lives and works in Chicago, Justus Roe creates 
large-scale paintings, both interior 
and exterior, sculptural installations 
and canvas paintings, using a variety 
of visual mediums. His work referenc-
es architecture, city grid systems and 
landscapes. His abstract stylized forms, 
mark-making and color palette devel-
op work that is at once reminiscent of 
aerial perspectives and metropolitan 
environments. 
Ricky is a self-taught artist born in Johannesburg in 1984 who now 
works and lives in Cape Town, South 
Africa. He is known for his large-
scale murals that can be seen in cities 
around the world, from Istanbul to 
Kathmandu, Nepal. His paintings 
explore the nature of non duality 
and interconnectedness focusing on 
bringing relevant social issues  
to light.
Don’t Fret was born and raised in Chi-cago. Known for wheat pasting, his 
practice also includes painting, sculpture 
and installations both on the streets and 
in galleries. He has produced murals in 
New York and Miami, as well as inter-
national cities like São Paulo and Berlin. 
Don’t Fret was voted “Best Visual Artist” 
in the Chicago Reader’s “Best of Chicago” 
2015 list and was featured at the SCOPE 
Art Show in Miami. 
Sarah Stewart is a Rockford, Illi-nois, native who enjoys exploiting 
the mundane in her art. Through 
pattern and bold color, her paintings 
often confuse space and object in a 
surrealistic or abstract nature. Sarah 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
Fine Arts from Illinois State Univer-
sity, which brought her to her current 
career path as a tattoo artist at Deli-
cious Ink Tattoo Parlour in  
Rockford, Illinois.
Eduardo Kobra is an artist from São Paulo, Brazil. His artwork seeks to 
transform the urban landscape through 
art and to honor the memory of his 
native city.  Kobra  uses light and shadow 
to create three-dimensional murals that 
allow the public to interact with the 
work. The idea is to establish a compar-
ison between the romantic air and the 
atmosphere of nostalgia, with constant 
agitation characteristic of large cities, 
such as Sao Paulo today.
EDUARDO KOBRA
CRZ PRZ
DMNOLOGY
JUSTUS ROE
RICKY LEE GORDON
DON’T FRET
SARAH STEWART
Marina Zumi entered the street art 
scene early on as one of the initial 
participants of formative experimental 
street art group “Expression Sessions” 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. As one of 
few female artists to take their work 
into the streets, Zumi came from a 
fashion design background, contribut-
ing to her feminine and colorful style. 
Tara Zanzig is a multi-disciplinary 
BFA graduate of The School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago with an emphasis 
on screen printing. Her mixed media, 
collage style is evidence of a photo-
copied flyer adolescence fertilized by 
Pop and Street Art. You can find her 
work in the regular spots around Chi-
cago, but the really good stuff will be off 
the beaten path.
TARA ZANIG MARINA ZUMI
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Mural Locations
WAC Sponsors
N
As of press time, all Installation locations were not yet confirmed. Please 
check WabashArtsCorridor.Org  for updated locations and schedule.
Gallery Partners
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